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HYMENOSOMA LAEVE TARGIONI TOZZETTI, 1877 (CRUSTACEA, 
BRACHYURA): PROPOSED SUPPRESSION UNDER THE PLENARY 
POWERS. Z.N.(S.) 2014 


By J. S. Lucas (James Cook University of North Queensland, Townsville, 
4810 Australia) 


I am engaged in a revision of the crab family Hymenosomatidae, and have 
discovered a senior synonym which would seem to be an unused senior synonym. 

Targioni Tozzetti (1877) described a new species, Hymenosoma laeve, from 
Victoria, Australia. I have reviewed the literature extensively, and to my 
knowledge, there have only been two references to this name, since the original 
description. Kemp (1917) mentioned it as a probable species of Halicarcinus 
White, 1846 and Tesch (1918) included it in his hymenosomatid monograph as 
a “species incertae sedis”. Therefore the specific name laeve has not been used 
since 1918. 

Haswell (1882 a & b) described the same taxon as Hymenosoma australe 
and this junior synonym has been used in the primary zoological literature in all 
other references to this species, except Kemp (1917). I know of fifteen refer- 
ences by more than five authors from 1906 to date in which Haswell’s name is 
used. These are listed below in chronological order. 

I have examined the hymenosomatid material in all the Australian Museums 
and in no case are specimens identified as /aeve. Further, the Curator of the 
Museo Zoologico de ‘La Specola”, Firenze, Italy, informs me that the type- 
specimen of Hymenosoma laeve is not extant, having been destroyed in World 
War I. 

Therefore, I duly request the International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature to: 

(1) use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name /aeve Targioni 
Tozzetti, 1877, as published in the binomen Hymenosoma laeve, 
for the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of 
Homonymy; 

(2) place the specific name suppressed in (1) above, on the Official Index of 
Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology. 


REFERENCES 


* References marked with an asterisk are those which mention australe. 

TARGION! TOZZETTI, A. 1877. Crostacei Brachiurie Anomouri. In: “Zoologia del 
Viaggio intorno al Globo della R. pirocorvetta Magenta. Firenze. 257 pp., 
13 pls. 

HASWELL, W. A. 1882a. On some new Australian Brachyura. Proc. Linn. Soc. 
N.S.W. 6 : 540-551, 750-763 

—— 1882b. Catalogue of the Australian stalk- and sessile-eyed Crustacea. Aust- 
ralian Museum, Sydney. 326 pp. 

*FuLTON, S. W. and GRANT, F. E. 1906. Census of Victorian decapod Crustacea. 
Part 1 (Brachyura). Proc. R. Soc. Vict. (ser 2) 19 : 16-20 

*TEscH,J.J. 1918. The Decapoda Brachyura of the Siboga Expedition. I. Hymeno- 
somidae, Retroplumidae, Ocypodidae, Grapsidae and Gecarcinidae. Siboga 
Exped. 39c (82) : 1-148 


Bull. zool. Nomenci., Vol. 31, Part 3. September 1974. 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 143 


*MONTGOMERY, S. K. 1921. Some Hymenosomidae from the Swan River. J. R. 
Soc. W. Aust. 6 : 93-96 

*—— 1931. Report on the Crustacea Brachyura of the Percy Sladen Expedition to 
the Abrolhos Islands under the leadership of Prof. W. J. Dakin in 1913, along 
with other crabs from Western Australia. J. Linn. Soc. (Zool.) 37 : 405-465 

*Hae, H. M. 1927. The Crustaceans of South Australia. Part I. Govt Printer, 
Adelaide. 201 pp. 

*THompson, J. M. 1946. The fauna of the algal zone of the Swan River estuary. 
A preliminary survey of Freshwater Bay with notes on the chief species. J. R. 
Soc. W. Aust. 30 : 55-73 

*Dakin, W. J., BENNETT, I. and Pope, E. 1952. Australian Seashores. Angus & 
Robertson, Sydney. xxii, 372 pp. 

*SERVENTY, D. L. 1955. The fauna of the Swan River estuary: 70-77. In: Swan 
River Reference Committee, Report by subcommittee on pollution of Swan River. 
Govt Printer, Perth 

*SNELLING, B. 1959. The distribution of intertidal crabs in the Brisbane River. 
Aust. J. mar. Freshwat. Res, 10 : 67-83 

*Serene, R. 1968. The Brachyura of the Indo-West Pacific Region: 33-112 Jn: 
Serene, R. (Ed.) Prodromus for a check list of the (won-planctonic) marine 
fauna of South East Asia. Singapore National Academy of Science, Special 
Publication No. 1, 120 pp. 

*Lucas J. S. 1970. Breeding experiments to distinguish two sibling species of 
Halicarcinus (Crustacea, Brachyura). J.Zool. 160 : 267-278 

*—— 1971. The larval species of some Australian species of Halicarcinus (Crustacea, 
Brachyura, Hymenosomatidae). I. Morphology. Bull. Mar. Sci.21 : 471-490 

*—__ 1972. [As above.] Il. Physiology. Bull. Mar. Sci. 22 : 834-840 

*Lucas, J. S. and HODGKIN, E. P. 1970. Growth and reproduction of Halicarcinus 
australis (Haswell) (Crustacea, Brachyura) in the Swan estuary, Western 
Australia. I. Crab instars. Aust. J. mar. Freshwat. Res. 21 : 149-162 

*—— 1970. [As above.] II. Larval stages. Aust. J. mar. Freshwat. Res. 21 : 163- 
173 


